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Magnetite mineralization properties of Narm iron mine
with respect to petrology and geochemistry
of its adjacent gabbroic- dioritic rocks
(North of Tabas, South Khorasan Province)
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Abstract

The Narm iron mine located in the north of Tabas, the South Khorasan province in the
north east of Iran. Magnetite is the main mineral, is associated with actinolite as the most
abundant silicate mineral as well as apatite as the micro crystalline localized aggregations
in the mineralization zone. The iron ore grade ranges from 50 to 55 wt% and 3% sulfur
content. On the base of field observation, geochemical investigation, the rare earth
elements pattern and their distribution there are many similarities between the
mineralization of Narm mine and some magnetite-apatite iron oxide (IOA) deposits.
Lithologically, the area mainly includes limestone-dolomite units of the Rizu formation in
which gabbroic-dioritic magma is intruded. The dominant texture of these intrusive rocks
is hypidiomorphic granular, dominated by plagioclase, amphibole (hornblende), pyroxene
(mostly diopside), apatite as an important accessory mineral and opaque minerals mainly
magnetite and pyrite. The rocks under study are alkaline in nature formed in within plate
zone. These gabbroic-dioritic rocks were produced as a result of low degree partial
melting of mantle wedge with garnet lherzolite composition. Any geochemical evidence
indicating of crustal contamination is not observed. .

Key Words: Gabbroic- dioritic intrusive rocks, magnetite mineralization, geochemistry,
Narm iron mine, Kashmar- Kerman tectonic zone
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Sample No. NP- 90 NP- 91 NP- 92 NP- 122 NP- 123
Fe7. 51.04 52.64 54.23 51.65 55.03
FeO (total) 22.03 2115 20.58 18.04 21.18

(SN (e 13,55 o0 iy Sl
J99z) 058 g0 0030 3565 g o (o (295 LimleS
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Sample No. NP- 61 NP- 63 NP-64 NP-65 NP-66 NP-76 NP- 77 NP-79 NP- 80 NP- 81
Al 67228 18311 50160 66981 66444 11611 65479 19867 12285 19346
Ca 32469 55281 61693 33331 37195 >10000 56307 97081 34553 46440
Co 19.5 350.4 77.1 433 12.7 50.5 12.6 24.7 31.6 33.8
Cr 11 10 16 9 7 18 5 25 9 31
Cu 4 10 16 6 15 619 8 2 2 8
Fe 63831 >10000 >10000 78210 65240 >10000 60688 >10000 >10000 >10000
Mg 16573 12961 17023 19498 13709 8960 >20000 18491 15251 19331
Mn 484 351 295 272 420 2221 1507 894 628 781
Na 49042 4222 21053 45251 50213 640 8198 732 1428 3299
Nb 54.7 16.1 13.7 494 38 15.9 52.3 11.2 17.2 14.3
Ni 5 32 15 13 4 19 5 22 23 27

P 2032 1529 2767 2421 2104 942 2203 2629 1828 2444

S 2419 30000 18175 8426 1936 3898 1315 664 758 2312
Ta 2.52 0.82 0.65 1.95 1.67 0.37 243 0.72 0.26 0.29
Te 0.1 0.12 0.12 0.17 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.14 0.1
Th 8.74 2.95 7 6.43 6.55 0.1 7.09 6.71 0.76 1.66
Ti 8439 1523 6173 9972 9837 848 10215 1781 309 1003
Zr 114 37 115 95 97 33 97 24 20 24

\% 37 242 65 50 38 143 41 158 275 275

Y 19.2 16.5 30.5 22.1 27.6 20 23.7 20 5.6 8.6
La 53 48 53 31 40 48 21 39 39 45
Ce 101 70 90 61 77 58 39 72 56 69
Pr 14.62 10.86 10.42 8.88 10.58 7.48 4.14 11.62 9.16 10.53
Nd 55.3 40 39.9 35.1 41 27.7 18 42.3 314 353
Sm 10.54 7.54 8.22 7.59 8.48 5.81 4.37 7.3 4.68 5.48
Eu 2.96 2.29 3.17 2.29 2.45 247 1.49 177 1.47 1.73
Gd 9.81 7.79 9.35 7.47 8.97 6.54 5.47 6.87 4.03 4.92
Tb 0.99 0.87 1.18 0.94 1.16 0.84 0.84 0.85 0.46 0.55
Dy 521 4.44 7.32 5.49 6.89 4.88 5.66 4.87 2.27 2.92
Hf 3.4 1.45 3.83 3.06 2.69 131 2.34 1.13 0.82 0.96
Er 2.61 1.88 3.74 2.76 331 222 293 2.36 0.99 1.26
Tm 0.33 0.21 0.47 0.34 0.4 0.23 0.35 0.27 0.11 0.14
Yb 1.9 11 25 1.9 2.1 1.2 1.7 14 05 0.7
Lu 0.28 0.15 0.37 0.27 0.28 0.16 0.24 0.2 0.1 0.1
YREE 294.11 218.57 263.43  200.37 242.83  189.02 142.47 221.1 159.35 190.84
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Al Ca Co Cu Fe Mg Na P S Ti V REE

Al 1.000

Ca -.204 1.000

Co - 479" 351 1.000

Cu -.346 227 766 1.000

Fe -.345 273 T747 .182 1.000

Mg .638™ -.089 -.337 -.458" 006 1.000

Mn -.072 .664™ -.070 -.169 153 .236 1.000

Na 871" -.104 -.395° -.278 -.249 439" -.070  1.000

P 584" 183 ~.049  -.203 236 498" 503" 1.000

S| -.063 .304 .818™ 782" .316 -.295 -.212 .046 .182 1.000

Ti 918" -.004 -.387° -.161 -.469" 657" -.041 843" 717" 023 1.000

\% -.298 125 294 -.142 921" 198 -.196 068 .040 -.428"  1.000

REE 414" 406" -.083 -.179 -.098 -.074 679" 535" 212 557" -.251 1.000

* Correlation is significant at the 0.05 level (1- tailed); ** Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (1- tailed)
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Sample No MT-1 MT- 2 MT-3 MT- 4 MT-5 MT- 6 MT- 7 MT- 8 MT- 9
Ba 163.5 76.7 >10000 369.4 1400.6 186.6 201.1 1391.9 304.6
Cr 11 61 112 44 8 41 36 10 10
Cs 0.43 0.67 0.05 0.07 0.34 0.25 0.22 0.09 0.04
Ga 27.1 23 10.6 28.5 125 20.9 22.5 12.3 18.4
Hf 0.5 0.6 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2
Nb 2.1 1.9 0.2 0.7 1.9 2.6 1.3 15 0.1
Rb 49 5.6 0.5 1.6 2.1 3.9 2.4 1.1 0.6
Sr 51.8 44.2 389.5 60.3 98 83.1 55.1 79.9 45,7
Th 4.26 3.91 0.97 1.07 157 1.99 157 1.59 2.17
] 0.8 1.04 1.76 0.28 0.61 0.46 0.53 0.61 0.37
VvV 248 202 55 94 156 149 84 112 137
Y 12.6 9 6.9 4.8 4.8 5.9 4.2 4.4 5.2
Zr 22 27 5 2 3 3 6 2 3
La 65.9 32.8 80.8 11.9 35.5 14.6 12.7 325 36.3
Ce 113.7 50 86.6 21.7 49.4 25 195 46.4 65.7
Pr 11.64 5.33 6.96 2.37 6.55 2.81 2.17 4,55 7.08
Nd 415 19.6 22.5 95 19 10.9 8.9 16 25.5
Sm 5.97 291 5.22 1.82 2.74 2.05 151 2.44 3.53
Eu 151 0.92 1.32 0.51 0.64 0.61 0.45 0.66 0.97
Gd 5.56 2.7 3.27 15 4.01 1.79 1.31 2 291
Th 0.64 0.32 0.4 0.23 0.26 0.27 0.19 0.22 0.3
Dy 291 1.89 1.69 1.27 1.56 1.39 1.04 1.06 1.36
Ho 0.42 0.33 0.27 0.23 0.19 0.23 0.18 0.18 0.19
Er 1.09 0.91 0.57 0.52 0.49 0.67 0.43 0.48 0.51
Tm 0.13 0.15 0.11 0.07 0.08 0.12 0.08 0.07 0.07
Yb 0.68 0.64 0.35 0.41 0.35 0.52 0.41 0.32 0.29
Lu 0.1 0.09 0.04 0.05 0.08 0.06 0.05 0.04 0.03
Eu/Eu* 0.8 1 0.73 0.94 1.02 0.97 0.98 0.91 0.92
>REE 298.64 157.77 230.12 87.52 58.06 92.96 79.01 127.1 170.95
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NP-5 NP- 10 NP-11 NP- 14 NP- 16 NP- 17 NP- 20 NP- 25 NP- 40 NP- 48
Sample No. Gabbro Diorite Gabbro- Diorite Diorite Diorite Gabbro Gabbro Gabbro Gabbro- Diorite Diorite
Longitude 57°22'23.3" 57°22'14.8" 57°22'13.2" 57°22'49.5" 57°22'26.5" 57°23'17.9" 57°22'15.3" 57°21'53.3"  57°22'15.5" 57°22'54.9"
Lotitude  34°52'40.2" 34°52'38.9"  34°52'38.7"  34°52'19.6" 34°52'38.8" 34°51'58.7" 34°52'36.9" 34°52'27.2"  34°52'17.2"  34°52'52.4"
SiO, 45.75 52.86 49.46 54.28 51.83 46.47 48.14 48.02 49.28 51.77
TiO, 201 131 2.19 1.48 1.35 2.33 1.18 2.2 25 1.23
Al,O4 145 15.27 16.61 17.35 16.8 16.16 14.35 16.55 16.74 14.43
FeOt 11.45 9.65 10.62 6.65 8.56 10.68 11.35 10.91 9.48 11.34
MnO 0.24 0.11 0.22 0.03 0.08 0.08 0.12 0.1 0.03 0.12
MgO 9.87 7.11 6.83 54 5.14 8.4 9.26 7.69 6.51 8.14
CaO 8.14 4.44 4.22 4.47 6.67 6.15 8.79 4.9 3.82 8.79
Na,O 3.37 2.96 3.79 5.59 4.43 31 2.81 3.81 4.26 2.81
KO 1.69 2.66 2.83 1.23 1.73 2.65 0.93 2.89 2.46 0.99
P,Os 0.6 0.66 0.82 0.58 0.55 0.59 0.39 0.8 1.43 0.36
LOI 1.75 2.55 2.08 201 243 231 2.23 147 2.33 2.38
Total 99.37 99.58 99.67 99.7 99.57 98.92 99.55 99.34 98.84 99.36
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Sample No. NP- 5 NP- 10 NP- 11 NP-14  NP-16 NP-17 NP-20 NP-25 NP- 40 NP- 48
Gabbro  Diorite  Gabbro- Diorite  Diorite  Diorite  Gabbro ~ Gabbro  Gabbro  Gabbro- Diorite  Diorite
Ba 516.8 1030.8 784.4 209.1 415.8 1086.6 221.7 209.1 307.6 209.1
Cs 8.86 241 3.74 154 1.82 4.19 131 154 111 154
Hf 4.7 6.6 6.6 55 4.9 5.4 5.3 55 9.8 55
Nb 32.7 38.5 455 315 28.4 34 29.7 315 89.5 315
Rb 39.8 76.7 48.3 34.6 38.8 65.7 32.8 34.6 24.3 34.2
Sr 407.2 401 439 2475 496.9 607.6 262.4 2475 162.4 2475
Ta 1.7 19 2.1 15 15 1.9 1.7 15 3.7 15
Th 4.55 74 7.2 5.74 5.38 4.94 5.54 5.74 11.28 5.74
\4 212 92 197 105 98 238 111 105 140 105
Zr 206 292 284 233 203 208 227 233 468 233
Y 23.1 29.3 29.1 24.7 23.3 24.7 30.2 24.7 28.9 28.7
La 33.6 46.7 44.1 317 333 31.9 321 317 83.1 317
Ce 71 91.5 93.8 88.8 66.4 68.4 62.9 65.7 169.6 65.7
Pr 8.91 10.61 11.48 7.83 7.91 8.51 7.56 7.83 19.07 7.83
Nd 36 42.3 46.1 311 32 355 30.1 311 72.1 311
Sm 6.45 7.56 8.41 5.9 5.75 6.8 5.87 5.9 10.17 5.9
Eu 2.24 2.07 2.58 1.86 1.81 2.34 1.72 1.86 247 1.86
Gd 5.98 7.12 7.37 5.29 5.48 6.05 5.36 5.29 8.69 5.29
Th 0.95 1 1.13 0.83 0.86 0.9 0.77 0.82 112 0.82
Dy 5 5.8 5.95 5.36 4.84 5.21 4.98 5.36 6.26 5.36
Ho 0.96 1.13 1.08 0.96 0.9 0.99 0.91 0.96 1.14 0.96
Er 2.35 3.19 3 2.78 241 2.7 2.64 2.78 3.28 2.78
Tm 0.31 0.38 0.37 0.34 0.31 0.3 0.35 0.34 0.43 0.34
Yb 1.84 2.44 2.28 2.16 1.98 1.92 1.92 2.16 2.55 2.16
Lu 0.24 0.32 0.3 0.3 0.29 0.25 0.28 0.3 0.31 0.3
Na,O/K;O 1.99 111 1.34 4.55 2.56 117 3.02 1.32 1.73 2.84
LaN/YbN 12.31 12.9 13.04 21.07 11.34 11.2 11.27 9.89 21.97 9.89
Eu/Eu* 1.1 0.86 1 1.02 0.99 1.12 0.94 1.02 0.8 1.02
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