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Abstract

The reduction of income risks and the migration of farmers, the growth of employment in villages, the
expansion of the market, and the regional economy are among the advantages of rural tourism. In this research,
to determine an innovative strategy in prioritizing investment options in rural tourism, ten hierarchical analysis
questionnaires were completed by experts in the field of tourism in Tabas City (out of a total of 19 active people
in the field of tourism in this city) in 2022. Based on this, the effective criteria for attracting tourists in the target
villages of Tabas tourism (Ezmighan, Khoor, Halvan, and Esfahk), was prioritized, and then using the obtained
coefficients, the investment model in the form of mathematical programming method of integer zero and one,
was compiled and implemented. The results show that the criterion of natural attractions with a weight of 0.289
is the most effective factor in attracting tourists to the Tabas region, followed by the criteria of environmental-
geographical factors with a weight of 0.226, the criterion of advertising and information with a weight of 0.168,
the criterion of infrastructure and facilities with a weight of 0.162, accommodation and reception infrastructure
with a weight of 0.059, historical attractions with a weight of 0.051, rural equipment and services with a weight
of 0.024, and cultural factors with a weight of 0.022 are in the next ranks. The results of zero and one
mathematical programming model also showed that the strengthening of rural tourism infrastructure and
recreational infrastructure for the villages of Ezmighan and Esfahk is a priority for investment. Increasing
accommodation centers, creating eco-tourism centers and traditional restaurants in the target villages, holding
competitions and festivals such as rice, date, and orange festivals, or holding special tours on Yalda night,
Nowruz, hydrotherapy, geology, and desert climbing conferences are some solutions to strengthen rural tourism
in this region. Also, facilitating access to tourism target villages, creating lighting at the entrance of villages and
routes leading to attractions, and providing infrastructure such as gas and telecommunication networks,
especially high-speed internet, will remove the obstacles to the development of tourism in target villages.
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