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Yanqing UNESCO Global Geopark, China

Geological Heritage Conservation

UNESCO Global Geoparks are areas that use the concept
of sustainability, value the heritage of Mother Earth and
recognize the need to protect it.

The defining geological sites in UNESCO Global Geoparks
are protected by indigenous, local, regional and/or national
law and management authorities, which allow for the nec-
essary monitoring and maintenance of these sites.

A UNESCO Global Geopark develops, experiments and en-
hances methods for preserving the geological heritage.
The Global Geoparks Network is developing partnerships
among UNESCO Global Geoparks for sharing best practice
and know-how on the protection, conservation and rational
management of the geological heritage sites.

KunLun Mountain UNESCO Global Geopark, China

Climate Change Awareness

UNESCO Global Geoparks hold records of past climate
change and are educators on current climate change as well
as adopting a best practice approach to utilising renewable
energy and employing the best standards of “green tour-
ism.”

UNESCO Global Geoparks serve as outdoor museums on the
effects of past and current climate change thus giving the
opportunity to show visitors how climate change can affect
our environment, and raise awareness on the potential im-
pact of climate change on the region, and provide the local
communities with the knowledge to mitigate and adapt to
the potential effects of climate change.
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Natural Resources Wise Use

The history of mankind and civilization is based on the re-
sources exploited from Earth’s crust. The development of
modern societies is limited by the consequences of depleting

of natural resources

UNESCO Global Geoparks inform people about the sustain-
able use and need for natural resources, while at the same
time promoting respect for the environment and the integrity

of the landscape.

Psiloritis UNESCO Global Geopark, Greece

Science & Research

UNESCO Global Geoparks are special areas where the geologi-
cal heritage, or geodiversity, is of international importance. Thus
Geoparks are interesting to implement results of scientific re-
search in the field of geo-conservation, tourism and sustainable
local development.

UNESCO Global Geoparks are encouraged to work with academic
and research institutions to engage in active scientific research
in the Earth Sciences, and other disciplines as appropriate, to ad-
vance our knowledge about the Earth and its processes.

A UNESCO Global Geopark is an active laboratory where people
can become engaged in science from the highest academic re-
search level to the level of the curious visitor.

Taishan UNESCO Global Geopark, China  FSSSss
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Muskau Arch UNESCO Global Geopark, Germany & Poland
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Education for Sustainability

UNESCO Global Geoparks develop and operate educational
activities for all ages to spread awareness of our geological
heritage and its links to other aspects of our natural, cultur-
al and intangible heritages.

UNESCO Global Geoparks offer educational programmes
for schools or offer special activities for children through
“Summer camps”, “Kids Clubs” or special “Fossil Fun Activ-
ities”.

They also offer education, both formal and informal, for
adults and retired people.
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Tumbler Ridge UNESCO Global Geopark, Canada

Sustainable Tourism

UNESCO Global Geoparks create infrastructure and activ-
ities to support visitor’s access and interpretation of the
Geological heritage as well as the development of sustain-
able tourism activities in the Geopark territory.

UNESCO Global Geoparks promote themselves as sustain-
able tourism destinations offering a diversity of guided field
walks and nature tourism activities, authentic experience
and local gastronomy.

The Global Geoparks Network became a gold partner of the
World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) in 2017 to support
the celebration of the International Year of sustainable
Tourism for development.
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Cultural Heritage Enhancement

In many countries emblematic geosites are considered as sacred
places. Since ancient times, sacred sites have had a mysterious
allure for billions of people around the world. Legends and contem-
porary reports tell of extraordinary experiences people have had
while visiting these places. Different sacred sites have the power
to heal the body, enlighten the mind and inspire the heart. Peo-
ple built in such places temples and monasteries. UNESCO Global
Geoparks host some important sacred places emphasizing the con-
nection between specific landscapes and land-forms with mytholo-
gy, archaeology and history.

UNESCO Global Geoparks are fundamentally about people and
about exploring and celebrating the links between our communi-
ties and the Earth. The Earth has shaped who we are: it has shaped
our farming practices, the building materials and methods we have
used for our homes, even our mythology, folklore and folk tradi-
tions.
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Geological Hazards Risk Reduction

UNESCO Global Geoparks promote awareness of geolog-
ical hazards, including volcanoes, earthquakes and tsuna-
mis. Through educational activities for the local people and
visitors many UNESCO Global Geoparks give information
on the source of geological hazards and ways to reduce
their impact including disaster response strategies. These
efforts build important capacity and contribute to building
more resilient communities that have the knowledge and
skills to effectively respond to potential geological hazards.
The Global Geoparks Network working group on Geo-haz-
ards coordinates common activities and helps prepare di-
saster mitigation strategies among Geoparks.

UNESCO Global Geoparks
Global Geoparks Network
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Biodiversity Protection

UNESCO Global Geoparks are areas where the analysis of
specific interactions between the lithosphere and biosphere
provides an integrated concept of the role of the geological
environment in the evolution of the biosphere. Geopark ac-
tivities and projects are important in order to raise aware-
ness on the relationship between the geological environment
and modern ecosystems and their rational management un-
der a holistic concept.

Imbabura UNESCO Global Geopark, Ecuador

Employment

UNESCO Global Geoparks are a platform for the develop-
ment, nurturing and promotion of local cottage industry
and craft products.

UNESCO Global Geoparks are contributing for the sustain-
able development of areas hosting significant geological
heritage sites through the creation of new enterprises and
the employment of young people in their territories.

Villuercas Ibores Jara UNESCO Global Geopark, Spain

Sustainable Development

UNESCO Global Geoparks are engaging with local people and
respecting their traditional way of life in a way that empow-
ers them and respects their human rights and dignity.

A UNESCO CGlobal Geopark should have an active role in the
economic development of its territory through enhancement
of a general image linked to the geological heritage and the
development of sustainable tourism. A Geopark has direct
impact on the territory by influencing its inhabitants’ living
conditions and environment. The objective is to enable the
inhabitants to re-appropriate the values of the territory’s
heritage and actively participate in the territory’s cultural re-
vitalization as a whole.

Local and Indigenous Knowledge

UNESCO Global Geoparks actively involve local and indig-
enous peoples, preserving and celebrating their culture. By
involving local and indigenous communities, UNESCO Glob-
al Geoparks recognize the importance of these communi-
ties, their culture and the link between these communities
and their land. It is one of the criteria of UNESCO Global
Geoparks that local and indigenous knowledge, practice
and management systems, alongside science, are included
in the planning and management of the area.

Lesvos Island UNESCO Global Geopark, Greece
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Jeju island UNESCO Global Geopark, Republic of Korea

Women Empower

UNESCO Global Geoparks have a strong emphasis on em-
powering women whether through focused education pro-
grammes or through the development of women’s cooper-
atives. In some UNESCO Global Geoparks women’s coop-
eratives also provide an opportunity for women to obtain
additional income in their own area and on their own terms.

Swabian Alps UNESCO Global Geopark, Germany

Networking

Networking is one of the core principles of Geoparks.
Networking strongly contributes to the success of the
Geoparks movement and plays a valuable role in facili-
tating the sharing of experience, quality management,
formation of joint initiatives and projects and capaci-
ty-building.

The Global Geopark Network and its Regional Geopark
Networks offer a global platform of cooperation and
exchange of best practice between UNESCO Global
Geoparks.

Cliffs of Fundy UNESCO Global Geopark Canada

Monitoring and Evaluati

In order to ensure the continuing high quality of UNESCO
Global Geoparks, including the quality of the management
of each UNESCO Global Geopark, the status of each UNE-
SCO Global Geopark is subject to a thorough revalidation
every 4 years.

The Global Geoparks Network is supporting the Geopark
evaluation and revalidation process by providing the ex-
perts for the evaluation missions and maintaing the roster
of evaluators.
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Waitaki Whitestone Unesco Global Geopark, New Zealand Khora Unesco Global Geopark, Thailand ljen Unesco Global Geopark, Indonesia

Kinabalu Unesco Global Geopark, Malaysia Jeonbuk West Coast Unesco Global Geopark, Republic Of Korea
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Bohol Unesco Global Geopark, Philippines Cabo Ortegal Unesco Global Geopark, Spain
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Lavreotiki Unesco Global Geopark, Greece Quarta Colonia Unesco Global Geopark, Brazil
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Saimaa UNESCO Global Geopark, Finland Reykjanes UNESCO Global Geopark, Iceland Non nuoc Cao Bang UNESCO Global Geopark, Vietnam Southern Canyons Pathways UNESCO Global Geopark, Brazil

Global Geoparks Network

The Global Geoparks Network (GGN) is a non-profit and a non-governmental organisation. It was initially founded in 2004 as an
international partnership developed under the umbrella of UNESCO, and was officially registered as an association in 2014 sub-
jecting to French law. The Global Geoparks Network is the official partner of UNESCO for the operation of the UNESCO Global
Geoparks.

Networking and collaboration among Global Geoparks is an important component of the Global Geoparks Network.

The Global Geoparks Network also promotes networking on a regional basis.

The four GGN Regional Geoparks Networks are the Asia Pacific Geoparks Network (APGN), the European Geoparks Network (EGN),
the Latin America and Caribbean Geoparks Network (GeoLAC) and the African UNESCO Global Geoparks Network (AUGGN).

The objectives of the Global Geoparks Network are:
¢ to promote the equitable geographical establishment, development and professional management of Global Geoparks,
to advance knowledge and understanding of the nature, function and role of Global Geoparks,
to assist local communities to value their natural and cultural heritage,
to preserve Earth heritage for present and future generations,
to educate and teach the broad public about issues in geo-sciences and their relation with environmental matters and natural
hazards,
to ensure sustainable socio-economic and cultural development based on the natural (or earth) system,
to foster multi-cultural links between heritage and conservation and the maintenance of geological and cultural diversity,
using participatory schemes of partnership and management,
to stimulate research when appropriate,
to promote joint initiatives between Global Geoparks
(e.g. communication, publications, exchange of information, twinning).

The Global Geoparks Network establishes ethical standards which must be adopted and respected by Global Geoparks and Global
Geopark professionals.

The Global Geoparks Network organises co-operation and mutual assistance between Global Geoparks and between Global
Geopark professionals.

The Global Geoparks Network initiates and co-ordinates thematic Working Groups which will foster international co-operation in
a variety of issues related with Geopark operation and activities.

The Global Geoparks Network represents, advances, and disseminates knowledge in Geodiversity management and other dis-
ciplines related to studies in Geo-conservation, Geo-tourism, Geo-education and/or the management and activities of Global
Geoparks.
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Danxiashan Unesco Global Geopark, China Bergstrasse-Odenwald Unesco Global Geopark, Germany
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Armorique
UNESCO Global Geopark, France

Det Sydfynske Bhav
UNESCO Global Geopark, Denmark

Biikk Region
UNESCO Global Geopark, Hungary

Land of Extinct Volcanoes
UNESCO Global Geopark, Poland

Normandie Maine
UNESCO Global Geopark, France

Mount Changbaishan
UNESCO Global Geopark, China

UBeraba Volcanes de Calatrava - Ciudad Real
UNESCO Global Geopark, Brazil UNESCO Global Geopark, Spain

What is a UNESCO Global
Geopark?

UNESCO Global Geoparks are single, unified
geographical areas where sites and landscapes
of international geological significance are
managed with a holistic concept of protection,
education and sustainable development.

A UNESCO Global Geopark uses its geological
heritage, in connection with all other aspects
of the area’s natural and cultural heritage, to
enhance awareness and understanding of key
issues facing society, such as using our earth’s
resources sustainably, mitigating the effects
of climate change and reducing natural disas-
ters-related risks.

By raising awareness of the importance of
the area’s geological heritage in history and
society today, UNESCO Global Geoparks give
local people a sense of pride in their region and
strengthen their identification with the area.

The creation of innovative local enterprises,
new jobs and high quality training courses is
stimulated as new sources of revenue are gen-
erated through geotourism, while the geologi-
cal resources of the area are protected.

At present, there are 213 UNESCO Global
Geoparks in 48 countries.

All the UNESCO Global Geoparks are in-
stitutional members of the Global Geoparks
Network.

UNESCO Global Geoparks

UNESCO’s work with Geoparks began in 2001,
when a collaboration agreement was signed
between UNESCO Division of Earth Sciences
and the European Geoparks Network.

In 2004, 17 European and 8 Chinese geoparks
came together at UNESCO headquarters in Par-
is to form the Global Geoparks Network (GGN)
where national geological heritage initiatives
contribute to and benefit from their member-
ship of a global network of exchange and co-
operation.

On 17 November 2015, the 195 Member
States of UNESCO ratified the creation of a
new label, the UNESCO Global Geoparks, during
the 38th General Conference of the Organisa-
tion. This expresses governmental recognition
of the importance of managing outstanding
geological sites and landscapes in a holistic
manner.

UNESCO supports efforts in all countries to
establish UNESCO Global Geoparks all around
the world, in close collaboration with the Global
Geoparks Network.
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Enshi Grand Canyon Tenglongdong Cave
UNESCO Global Geopark, China
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i.o_ngyan
UNESCO Global Geopark, China

Oeste
UNESCO Global Geopark, Portugal

Wugongshan
UNESCO Global Geopark, China

Méllerdall Unesco Global Geopark, Luxembourg

HISTORY based on brochure designed by Geological Survey of Northern Ireland.
Map by the Applied Geomorphology Laboratory / University of the Aegean, Greece.
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Photos: Global Geoparks Network archive unless otherwise indicated

PETRIFIED FOREST

Biokovo-Imotski Lakes
UNESCO Global Geopark, Croatia

L N 0
Impact Crater Lake, Lappajarvi
UNESCO Global Geopark, Finland

Meteora-Pyli
UNESCO Global Geopark, Greece

Schelde Delta
UNESCO Global Geopark, Netherlands-Belgium

Xingyi
UNESCO Global Geopark, China
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Rio Coco Unesco Global Geopark, Nicaragua

Kula Salhili Unesco Global Geopark, Turkey
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Djerdap Unesco Global Geopark, Serbia

Poster produced by the Natural History Museum of the Lesvos Petrified Forest / Christos Paraskevaidis
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